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the city, and within a few hours Inayatullah also
had to abdicate. He made his egress by aeroplane,
and made for Peshawar.
When Amanullah reached Kandahar he learned of
the flight of Inayatullah, and shortly afterwards the
news was confirmed by his brother in person, and
the Kandaharis were regaled by the sight of two
ex-monarchs. They had no cause to love either, but
both were infinitely preferable to the inglorious
Bacha, so Amanullah withdrew his abdication, and
again proclaimed himself king. In order to soften
the blow, he informed the Kandaharis that he would
rescind all his reforms; then he asked for their
support. There was a pregnant silence until a
greybeard spokesman, with vitriolic sarcasm, suggested
that this mercurial monarch should seek assistance
from those courtiers whose soft words he had so
sedulously cherished, and not from those he had
denounced as traitors.
It was borne in upon Amanullah that he had
misjudged his moment, so collecting what forces he
could, and summoning others to his aid, he shook
the dust of outspoken Kandahar from his feet and
marched northwards toward Ghanzi, on the high
road to Kabul, once more to try conclusions with the
Bacha. To be king in Kabul, is one thing; to be
king without, is another, as Amanullah found.
So mistrustful were the tribesmen that they insisted
that cash down should be the rule before they parted
with any supplies; while those on the flanks of
Ainanullah's march, remembering the taxes of which
they had been mulcted, and the undignified charades